CONCLUSION
merous; though here their wives played an invaluable part
xnd also as the heads of many beneficent works for Indian
vvomen. But for family or private life there was little
time; nor could domestic economy easily be regulated.
The Viceroys had also to make long progresses up and down
bhe country, sometimes extending to many weeks, and
paid sporting visits to maharajahs who provided tigers or
lesser game to shoot.
Their official residence was at first Fort William, and
fchcn Government House, Calcutta, a palace built by Wyatt
in 1799 for Lord Wellesley, as has already been stated.
It was replaced from 1912 by another palace built by Sir
Edwin Lutyens at New Delhi. In the hot and longer season
of the year they migrated to the Viceregal Lodge at Simla
in the Lower Himalayas, a cool, charming and quiet home
where more work could be done than in the heat of the
plains. They also had a smaller country house at Barrack-
pur, near Calcutta, for week-end visits.
Character, courage and a good record were probably
the chief factors in their selection. The better known,
though not necessarily the most distinguished, were those
who ruled in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
when much was happening in the way of expansion and
when the Governor-General was almost independent,
being further removed in communication from the Cabinet
at home than he was after the advent of the electric tele-
graph* But the hand of Whitehall often lay heavily upon
him. The present writer remembers a Secretary of State
for India telling Mm fifty years ago that, despite his
Council* he had far more personal power at the India
Office than he ever had at the War Office; while another
used to say that he was always having to make up the
Viceroy's mind for him.
Most of the Viceroys were active and industrious men
from their youth up. The Scots were perhaps more
distinguished for their application and tenacity, the Irish